
TOES '92 – Munich

Old and new faces gathered in Munich July 6-8 for the 9th meeting of 
The Other Economic Summit. Robert J. King reported on TOES 
Americas, and James Robertson and Ed Mayo brought us up to date on
TOES in the U.K. The majority of participants were of course from 
Germany, but the location also facilitated a good showing of people 
from Scandinavia, Italy and especially Eastern Europe. There was also 
good representation from Asia, Africa and South America. 

Most of the participants were not among the 491 people arrested and 
beaten by police in what the local papers called the most brutal 
suppression of a peaceful demonstration since 1968.

The Green Party and a multitude of other German NGO's had 
organized "Counter Summits" which were to take place at the 
Technical University. But a week before they were begin, the Minister 
of Education for the state of Bavaria decided that it was not a proper 
use of university facilities. (Shades of the TOES '90 experience with 
the University of Houston, except that we had four weeks to find 
another venue.) An appeal was made to the Supreme Court, which 
decided against the Counter Summit the day before it was to start. A 
demonstration was called, and thousands of protesters showed up. All 
public demonstrations had been banned for the duration of the G-7 
Summit, and 9,000 police officers had been recruited from all over 
Germany as part of "the tightest security measures seen in Germany 
since the end of World War II." According to a story in the 
International Herald Tribune (7-7-92:4), "At least some of the police 
assaults on groups of demonstrators seemed unnecessarily violent. A 
member of parliament from Eastern Germany, Christoph Matschie, 
said he had seen police clubbing bystanders and stomping on at least 
one handcuffed demonstrator." A local man explained in the same 
story that "Bavaria is the most conservative region of Germany. The 
authorities here consider every protester a radical, and every radical a 
potential terrorist. People are going to leave here thinking Germany is 
a police state, which is really not true." 

The TOES Summit took place in relative tranquility in a movie theatre 
about a mile from the site of the ordinary summit. The opening 
plenary focused on the Earth Summit in Rio. Hubert Weinzierl, 
president of the environmental organization BUND, the largest NGO in 
Germany, noted that the environment had gotten worse instead of 
better since the first Earth Summit in Stockholm. A considerable 



number of species have disappeared. Now, not only the problems of 
the North and the South, but also those of the East, especially its 
nuclear industry, must be addressed. He lamented the fact that 
although Germany had represented itself as a friend of the 
environment in Rio, three weeks later budget of the Ministry for the 
environment was cut and that for building roads increased! 

Jose Lutzenberger, the former Environment Minister of Brazil, called 
some basic assumptions of economic thinking into question. Cost 
benefit analysis, for instance. "The value of the rainforest is infinite. 
We can't put a price on it. We can't exchange it for something of 
supposedly equal worth, as the advocates of debt-for-nature swaps 
contend. We can't presume to balance the cost of losing the rainforest 
against the benefits to be gained from development." 

A stinging critique of economic development, development projects 
and development aid were a major theme of this TOES conference, 
just as they were in London a year ago. "What is progress?" 
Lutzenberger asked. "What is development? The social product of 
development is often extremely negative, just as the environmental 
product is.

Maneka Gandhi called for the creation of "Aid Regulators" analogous to
U.S. public utility regulators. British and Irish butter contaminated with
fallout from Chernobyl was given to India. "Our government said they 
had to accept it because it was free," said Gandhi. "You export your 
polluting industries and technologies to the Third world because, as 
Larry Somers observed, when pollution makes people sick, it is 
cheaper to treat them if they are in the Third World. We have to look 
at the environment in the context of a right to life. We in the Third 
World are reminded every day that a premature death is possible. 
Every family in my country has at least one member with cancer. 
Women worry about having deformed children":

Your aid is always tied to the purchase of goods and services 
produced by your companies. If a company can't sell its 
products, you offer them to us as aid. Trees grown in Britain 
were to be used for Indian reforestation because a British 
nursery was going bankrupt. We were offered Danish garbage to
power electrical generators, but our garbage is not like your 
garbage. Our garbage has no fuel component because we have 
dump pickers who take out everything.



Of the 1600 dams built in India with foreign aid loans (the stuff the 
Third World debt is made of), 800 have never worked since day one. 
Nevertheless, a new series of dams is planned which will inundate 
300,000 homes and 20 million 1,000 year old teak trees, as well as 
make 7 species of animals extinct. These dams must be a real 
problem, because the representatives from India at the Ecological 
Economics conference in Stockholm also mentioned them. "Okay. We 
made a mistake taking your aid," said Gandhi. "You made a mistake 
giving it to us. Let's start over." "Don't give any more money to 
governments." Gandhi recommended instead that $40 billion be 
written off the Third World debt. "The U.S. spent $40 billion on 
research to treat lung disease caused by auto pollution. You can afford
to write off the debt."

The Third World is unable to do anything to save the world or itself 
from environmental catastrophe because it is already staggering under
the debt burden it incurred by acquiescing to failed development aid 
schemes. How can Malaysia continue to service its debt without 
continuing to cut the rainforest to make toilet paper for the North? 
How can the South continue to feed itself without the rice production 
that causes greenhouse gases? Refrigerators without CFC's are 
available from Japan (!), but the Third World can't afford the more 
expensive clean technologies.

But the recommendations of Northern environmentalists are also at 
fault. "You have concentrated on ways we in the South can reduce our 
CO2 emissions, but you in the North are the source of most of the 
greenhouse gases. You should focus on yourselves as the primary 
source of CO2 emissions first -- legislate carbon
taxes; eat local food instead of food shipped from Africa or South 
America out of season -- and when you turn your attention to us, 
concentrate on preserving our carbon sinks." "The problem in the 
North is that you worry so much about us and so little about your own 
problems. Environmentalists in your countries all worry about the 
Brazilian rain forests but nobody worries about the North Sea. You 
have to change yourselves. We politicians in the south and the North 
are little more than megaphones saying what you want us to say. If 
every member of BUND decided to bicycle to work every day, then you
would have your revolution. The fact that this is impossible the way 
transport is currently designed would force a cultural, ethical 
revolution in the way we think about transportation. 

Finally, Maneka Gandhi warned that the South and the North together 
have to find a way to deal with the accumulated environmental and 



economic debts and social dislocations caused by past development 
policies "or we in the South will be faced with massive migrations from
the rural environment where people can no longer sustain themselves 
to the already overcrowded urban areas, and you will be confronted 
with massive legal and illegal immigrations to your countries as the 
world's social fabric falls apart. You will die rich and we will die poor, 
but we'll all die."

Maneka Gandhi also begged the North to repeal the barriers to trade 
that inhibit the importation of high-value-added finished products from
the South. "We're allowed to sell you herbs but not medicines, cotton 
but not shirts. You have to lobby against this kind of protectionism as 
well as for the protection of the environment and the other interests 
threatened by the GATT."


